
To my Legislators, 

I am very much in favor of HB 5429 and urge you to support it.

This bill addresses the critical need for addressing climate change which in turn will address 
the social justice issues surrounding the impact on the overall health of those individuals 
impacted by climate change. 

Small towns such as mine here in Portland would greatly benefit from increased housing 
density. Businesses will not thrive without residents. No tax base means diminished town 
services. Everyone wins if we reestablish the healthy village environment where people can 
walk to a local restaurant and shop at a local gift store.  

It also positively impacts individuals who choose, or are not able to own and drive, 
automobiles. As a former longtime urban dweller, living in close proximity to public 
transportation provides a higher quality of life.

Building a public transportation system requires residential density. Out here in rural areas, 
there is not enough population to support public transport so we are stuck with the automobile 
to get around. Creating housing density  even in our small towns could lead to improvement of 
transport between towns and larger urban centers.

We are also experiencing a significant trend toward a larger percentage of seniors in our 
population who need public transport.  This population will be driving less and will require care 
givers. These caregivers in turn need access to affordable housing and transportation.

This bill is an important step in addressing the needs of designing a sustainable environment 
for all.  Affordable, safe housing and transportation should be viewed as a basic human right if 
we expect to thrive on this planet.

Joan Giesemann
332 Middle Haddam Road
Portland, CT. 06480
860-342-1547
elwinandjoan@yahoo.com
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